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1 Front Matter 

1.1 About the Author 
Joshua Riley is a second year Master of Historic Preservation student at the University of 
Georgia, Athens, and holds a Bachelor of Arts in History from the University of Alaska, 
Anchorage.  He is a member of Phi Alpha Theta, a history honor society, and Sigma Pi Kappa, a 
historic preservation honor society. 
 
Joshua and his wife Joy are the owners of the Phillips-Sherrill-Riley House in the Social Circle 
Historic District.  As a historic homeowner and student of preservation, Joshua has carried out 
restoration projects on his own home and has assisted his community in preservation efforts.  
 
To contact the author, feel free to email him at joshua@krdonline.com.   

1.2 About the Social Circle Design Guidelines 2011 
This manual replaces the Social Circle Design Guidelines manual issued in 1999.  Both manuals 
have been the collaborative efforts of Social Circle Better Hometown; the City of Social Circle 
Historic Preservation Commission (HPC); and the University of Georgia, School of Environment 
and Design. 
 
From the outset, these guidelines recognize and appreciate the invaluable interest and support of 
the members of the Historic Preservation Society of Social Circle, a non-profit organization 
dedicated to the preservation of local history. 
 
These guidelines are based on recognized and accepted historic preservation best practices; 
however, they also take into account the fact that each community has unique considerations and 
concerns. 

http://socialcirclegabht.com/
http://socialcirclega.com/
http://socialcirclega.com/
http://www.ced.uga.edu/
http://www.ced.uga.edu/
http://historicsocialcirclega.com/
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2 Introduction 

 
Figure 1: Map of Social Circle Historic District 

 
The Social Circle Historic District consists of three distinct sub-districts: the Residential Sub-
District, Commercial Sub-District, and Industrial District.  Each of these Sub-Districts is 
characterized by unique themes and resource types, which contribute to the larger context of the 
Historic District.  Due to the diverse nature of the Historic District, this manual addresses 
guidelines specific to each Sub-District, as well as general guidelines applicable to all.  
Additionally, it further breaks these Sub-Districts down in to sections and areas as needed and 
provides information applicable to them. 
 
These guidelines provide the Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) with a baseline for 
ensuring that property owners make compatible changes within the historic district while they 
preserve the resources within it.  As property owners and the HPC apply the information in this 
manual, they will enable Social Circle to grow and evolve while it retains its identity as a small 
historic community.  
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3 Historic Significance of Social Circle 
The Social Circle Historic District consists of nineteenth through early and mid-twentieth 
century residential, commercial, and industrial areas, all significant aspects of this representative 
Georgia Piedmont town. The District is significant in terms of architecture, landscape 
architecture, commerce, industry, transportation, and community development. 
 
The structures in the district represent the major architectural styles and periods of the time. 
Included are examples of Greek Revival, Plantation Plain, Gothic Revival, Second Empire, 
Queen Anne, American Victorian, Victorian Eclectic, Italianate, Colonial, Georgian, Neo-
Classical, “Half-Houses,” Federal, Bungalow, Tudor and Ranch.  These structures are quite 
typical in terms of scale, materials, design, and workmanship of buildings found in other Georgia 
Piedmont towns of the same age. 
 
The residential buildings in the district are situated in a landscape of trees, shrubs and grass, 
which derives from the late-nineteenth-century domestic landscaping practices. The landscaping 
in Social Circle was done by local people and was not designed by a notable person or part of a 
grand scheme. The tree lined streets and well-kept public and private properties have changed 
little from the early part of this century. 
 
Transportation was important to the development of the Social Circle District, affecting the plan 
of the town itself and the development of commerce and industry. The location of the town was 
determined by the intersection of two early roads and development followed no formal plan. The 
commercial enterprises that grew up at this location served a considerable area of southern 
Walton, northern Newton and western Morgan counties. The coming of the railroad providing 
easy access to Augusta and Atlanta enhanced the position of Social Circle as a center of 
commerce and made the town more desirable for industry. Oil mills, cotton gins, and finally a 
textile factory were developed within the district, their location determined largely by that of the 
railroad.  
 
Although of less regional importance today, the substantially intact central business district 
continues to serve its historic function in the absence of shopping centers in the town. The 
railroad depot and a few adjacent warehouses remain, converted to new uses.  Portions of the 
cotton mill can still be seen after the 1994 fire which virtually destroyed an establishment that 
had a significant economic and social impact on the town and region since its founding, 
providing employment and housing for a large segment of the town's population, and opening a 
substantial area of the town to development. 
 
Social Circle is located in Walton County, which was created by the Georgia General Assembly 
in 1818 and named for George Walton, one of Georgia’s signers of the Declaration of 
Independence. 
 
Joel Strickland of Tatnall County was the man who drew Land Lot 96 containing about 250 acres 
where Social Circle is now located, bordering both sides of the Old Hightower Trail used by the 
Creek and Cherokee Indians. John Blackmon and two others purchased the land from Strickland 
for $118.00.  Blackmon soon acquired sole ownership and added his dwelling to those already 
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standing near the intersection of two important roads of the period, the north-south "Rogue 
Road" and the roughly east-west "Hightower Trai1.”  In January of 1826, Blackmon and 
Augustin B. Pope measured off an acre of land with an already standing apothecary shop, and 
Pope paid Blackmon $100 for the lot. 
 
Social Circle bears one of Georgia's most widely known place names, but its origin is unclear. 
Local tradition has it that a group of travelers met at the crossroads and one of their number, 
impressed by the hospitality and joviality of the group remarked, "This sure is a social circle." 
 John Goff, an authority on Georgia p1acenames, offers another, though less colorful, 
explanation. Pointing to an earlier community in Bulloch County, he postulates simply that the 
Walton County community was named for that town. Goff also includes the name in the category 
of "social and fancy names,” a category of place names long in use in Georgia and other states.   
 
Because of its favorable position on two intersecting trading routes, the town began to grow. 
John Blackmon gave land for a Methodist church. Soon a small storehouse, the meetinghouse 
and a shop gave the little settlement the semblance of a village. It was a likely spot for business, 
for at the junction of the two routes (Hightower Trail & Rogues Road) near the well, travelers 
often paused to rest. When a post office was authorized in 1826, Blackmon was designated the 
first postmaster. The town was incorporated in 1832 with limits set at a quarter mile radius from 
the post office, thus making it one of Georgia's round towns. The town had no formal plan. 
Development occurred primarily along the two nearly perpendicular intersecting main streets and 
on smaller streets and alleys laid out roughly at right angles to the main streets. The coming of 
the railroad that cut diagonally across the two main streets reinforced this “irregular” plan. 
 
In 1829 the greatest portion of this land was sold to William Cabiness who was interested in 
organizing a town. In the same year that Social Circle was incorporated Samuel Catlin granted to 
the trustees of the Social Circle Academy five acres of land for the purpose of establishing a 
male and female academy. By 1835 an academy had been established for the education of the 
young men and women of the town and surrounding countryside. Farmers and planters not only 
sent their children to school in Social Circle, but also continued to trade at the growing number 
of stores in the town.   In 1835 an advertisement for town lots in the Athens Southern Banner 
described the place as “now settled up with moral and respectable citizens, and bids fair to be a 
place of some notice”.  It was the railroad, however, that assured Social Circle a bright future. 
 
The Georgia Railroad reached Social Circle in the early 1840's and was completed between 
Augusta and Atlanta in 1845, providing the merchants and planters with easy shipment for their 
goods, The completion of the railroad was greeted with a great deal of celebration in Social 
Circle. In addition to the railroad, a stage route connected Social Circle with Athens via Monroe, 
High Shoals, and Watkinsville, providing access to the county seat, Monroe. For many years rail 
service between Monroe and Social Circle was discussed, but it was not to be a reality until 1880 
when the first run was made on the new 10-mile route. This line was extended in 1884 when the 
Gainesville, Jefferson and Southern Railroad purchased the Walton Railroad Company. This 
route, providing access to Gainesville through Belmont and Hoschton, was operated until 1947 
when it was dismantled. The 10-mi1e route from Social Circle to Monroe is still in operation as a 
freight route, part of the Georgia Railroad system. 
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During the Civil War, the railroad was of strategic importance and the depot and other facilities 
at Social Circle were burned in July of 1864 by the Federal cavalry. During the March to the Sea, 
the 2nd and 3rd Divisions of the 20th Corps under Brigadier General A. S. Williams reached 
Social Circle on November 18, 1864, and destroyed the Georgia Railroad from Social Circle to 
Madison. Railroad service was restored to the town by February 1865, and the depot was rebuilt 
by 1866. It is believed that this structure exists as part of the present depot. A new wing was 
added to the depot in 1913.  
 
The railroad also stimulated the hotel and restaurant business in the town. The Social Circle 
Dinner House was established about 1850 to provide food for the train passengers and crews 
during stops in the town, and the town made a bid to attract tourists, capitalizing on its "healthful 
climate.”  The Dinner House received high praise from the Atlanta Southern Confederacy, 
Augusta Dispatch, and Athens Southern Banner. The Spencer House, also known as the Supper 
House, was located across the tracks from the depot in the 1860’s. This frame structure housed 
the express company and a grocery. It appeared on the Sanborn insurance maps as late as 1909. 
A third notable hotel, the Echols House, operated from about 1871 until 1894. The Garrett House 
and annex, later the George Stanton Hote1, was located near the depot until 1956. 
 
In 1860, there were some forty houses, churches and schools which made up “a pretty village,” 
according to historian Adiel Sherwood. After the destruction of the railroad and occupation of 
the town by Federal troops during the Civil War, the town rebuilt and continued to grow with 
more enthusiasm than ever. Cotton contributed to the growth, as did the railroad. At one point, 
prior to the Civil War, Social Circle had been the terminus of the Georgia Railroad.  Even today 
freight trains rumble through the town several times each day.    
 
In 1869 the town limits were increased to one-half mile and Walton County's first newspaper, the 
Walton Journal, was issued at Social Circle. Advertisements were carried for general 
merchandise establishments, a tin shop, a milliner, and a physician, among others.  In 1887, John 
M. Brown published the Walton County Vidette in Social Circle, but later moved operations to 
Monroe. One of his advertisers was Lawrence and Company of Social Circle.   
 
The commercial structures of the town also date from this boom period. Prior to 1890, most of 
the commercial structures were of frame construction. They were gradually replaced by one and 
two-story brick commercial structures of eclectic Victorian detailing during the succeeding three 
decades. The majority of these structures form a block on both sides of Cherokee Road below its 
intersection with Hightower Trail. This continues to be the primary commercial district of the 
town and has been the object of a concerted effort to revitalize the central business district. City 
officials and the Better Home Town Program volunteers are working on a downtown 
beautification project.  Many of the commercial buildings have been rehabilitated within recent 
years, most, on the whole, sensitively. 
 
Social Circle has survived largely intact from the period of its heyday at about the turn of the 
century. There are few modern intrusions with the exception of a few commercial structures. The 
residential areas remain largely residential and are well maintained. In 1977, the Social Circle 
Historical Society did the work to get Social Circle into the National Register of Historic Places. 
The city then adopted a Historic District Zoning Ordinance and appointed an Architectural 
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Review Board to insure that the character, which the town had retained, was not lost to 
unplanned development. 
 
In 2001 the city adopted a new Historic District Ordinance and appointed a Historic Preservation 
Commission.  The Commission has resurveyed the Historic District and is working on 
designation for expanded boundaries. Social Circle also has a Tree Ordinance in place, partly, to 
replant the old trees as we lose them and assuring that the landscape architecture of the city 
remains intact.  In summary, Social Circle represents many of the typical aspects of a turn of the 
century Piedmont Georgia town and the citizens have taken actions to retain those qualities for 
the future. 
 

Prepared by the Georgia State Historic Preservation Office  
for the Social Circle Historic District (March 22, 2004) 
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4 Historic Preservation in Social Circle 
Historic preservation efforts began in Social Circle in the 1970s when a number of individuals 
began purchasing and restoring some of the town's historic homes.  However, legal preservation 
efforts did not begin until the town adopted its first historic preservation ordinance in 1977.  
Three years later, in 1980, the Department of the Interior added the Social Circle Historic 
District to the National Register of Historic Places.   
 
In 1981, with the mechanisms for preservation in motion, a group of residents founded the 
Historic Preservation Society of Social Circle.  This was significant, as it occurred one year prior 
to the town's 150th anniversary and drew attention through personal letters of congratulation 
from President Ronald Reagan and Governor George Busbee. Over the years the Society has 
acted as a catalyst for preservation by sponsoring numerous historic home tours and advocating 
preservation in the public realm of civic government. 
 
Social Circle's interest in historic preservation has continued into the twenty-first century with its 
adoption of a new historic preservation ordinance in 2001.  Today the town maintains an 
architectural review board that oversees the appropriateness of changes to architecture and open 
spaces within the district.  Additionally, it is an active participant in Georgia's Better Hometown 
Program, which is dedicated to promoting the connection between economic prosperity, design 
compatibility, and historic preservation. 
 
The preservation of Social Circle's rich architectural heritage has not only preserved its beauty, it 
has played a key role in laying the foundation for its future economic success.  The tree lined 
streets and historic architecture continue to draw tourists, businesses, and even film makers to the 
town for various reasons, all of which are linked to preservation.  The future of the town as a 
home for its residents, a destination for visitors and a place of economic prosperity will no doubt 
hinge on the continued success of these important efforts.  
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5 Design Review Process and Purpose of Design Guidelines 

5.1 The Purpose of Design Reviews and Guidelines 
The purpose of the design review process in Social Circle is to provide guidance for property 
owners and builders on appropriate approaches for maintaining and improving historic 
properties.  Such reviews ensure that changes made in the historic district are compatible from a 
design perspective and consistent in nature.  This benefits all property owners within the historic 
district by preserving the character of the community, which affects the value of their property 
and their enjoyment of it.   
 
Design guidelines are the mechanisms that aid the Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) 
when they make decisions concerning physical changes to property in the Historic District.  
Additionally, they are intended to guide property owners by providing them with an overall 
strategy for selecting the most appropriate approaches for changes they make on their property 
and advice on caring for the historic resources they own. These guidelines are based on the 
Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation. 

5.2 The Design Review Process 
Step 1 
Pick up an application for a Certificate of Appropriateness at City Hall and consider submitting a 
conceptual design to HPC before seeking formal approval.  At this point, the HPC may have 
informal input and technical information that would make the application process faster and 
easier. 
 
Step 2 
Fill out the application and gather the necessary materials to submit with the application.  These 
may include elevation drawings, site plans, photographs, or manufacturer's information. 
 
Step 3 
Make copies of the application and return the original with as many copies necessary to City Hall 
at least seven days before the HPC monthly meeting.  The HPC will determine the number of 
copies needed and the amount of time to review them.  The HPC will provide the applicant with 
specific information regarding the time and place of the meeting where they will review the 
proposed work. 
 
Note: Some types of minor projects do not need to go before the HPC for review, but can be 
approved by planning staff instead.  Examples of these include: 
 

• Rooftop mechanical equipment 
• Addition or removal of gutters and downspouts 
• Structural changes that do not require a building permit 
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Step 4 
Once the applicant completes all application work, the HPC will place it on the agenda for their 
next meeting.  At this point they will place a sign indicating the date and time of the meeting in 
front of the property where the proposed project will take place. 
 
Step 5  
During the scheduled meeting, the HPC will discuss the proposed project and vote on its 
approval or denial.  The property owner should be present at this meeting to answer any 
questions the HPC may have concerning the proposed project.   
 
Step 6 
At this point, the HPC will make a decision.  If they approve the project, the applicant will 
receive a Certificate of Appropriateness subject to certain conditions outlined in the letter.  Upon 
the receipt of the Certificate of Appropriateness, the applicant may proceed with a building 
permit if needed.  If the HPC does not approve the proposed project proceed to step 7. 
 
Step 7 
Upon the denial of an application for a Certificate of Appropriateness, the applicant may appeal 
the decision to City Council.  If this body denies it as well, the applicant may appeal the decision 
to the County Court System. 

5.3 Important Things Before Beginning The Process 
Before beginning the process of receiving a Certificate of Appropriateness, you will need to be 
able to answer some important questions about the proposed project.  These include the 
following: 
 
What will the finished project look like? 
 

1. Do you have a site plan? 
2. Do you have an elevation drawn for the project indicating the dimensions in height and 

length and how are the elements shaped and arranged? 
3. What materials are you using? 

 
What are the effects of your project? 
 

1. Are the elements of your project compatible with similar elements found on neighboring 
properties? 

2. How will your project affect your property and those of your neighbors? 
3. Is the project reversible without significant damage being inflicted to existing structure? 

5.4 Undue Hardship  
Under certain circumstances, the guidelines within this manual or a requirement of the Historic 
Preservation Ordinance may cause undue hardship to a property owner.  If a property owner 
believes that these mechanisms have caused undue economic hardship or that they have 
substantially interfered with the responsible and legal use of their property, they may 
demonstrate it to the HPC.  In doing, the HPC will require such individuals to submit any 
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supporting documentation they may request.  This includes financial documentation that proves 
the existence of undue hardship.  The HPC will adhere to guidelines set forth in the local historic 
preservation ordinance regarding undue hardship in these matters. 

5.5 Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation 

1. A property will be used as it was historically or be given a new use that requires minimal 
change to its distinctive materials, features, spaces, and spatial relationships.  

2. The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved. The removal of distinctive 
materials or alteration of features, spaces, and spatial relationships that characterize a property 
will be avoided.  

3. Each property will be recognized as a physical record of its time, place, and use. Changes that 
create a false sense of historical development, such as adding conjectural features or elements 
from other historic properties, will not be undertaken.  

4. Changes to a property that have acquired historic significance in their own right will be 
retained and preserved.  

5. Distinctive materials, features, finishes, and construction techniques or examples of 
craftsmanship that characterize a property will be preserved.  

6. Deteriorated historic features will be repaired rather than replaced. Where the severity of 
deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature will match the old in 
design, color, texture, and, where possible, materials. Replacement of missing features will be 
substantiated by documentary and physical evidence.  

7. Chemical or physical treatments, if appropriate, will be undertaken using the gentlest means 
possible. Treatments that cause damage to historic materials will not be used.  

8. Archeological resources will be protected and preserved in place. If such resources must be 
disturbed, mitigation measures will be undertaken.  

9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy historic 
materials, features, and spatial relationships that characterize the property. The new work shall 
be differentiated from the old and will be compatible with the historic materials, features, size, 
scale and proportion, and massing to protect the integrity of the property and its environment.  

10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be undertaken in such a manner 
that, if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its 
environment would be unimpaired. 
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6 Residential Sub-District 

 
Figure 2: Robinson-McDowell-Hollis House in the Residential Sub-District 

6.1 Overview 
The Residential Sub-District is home to some of the longest inhabited portions of Social Circle 
with a history that dates back to the Georgia Piedmont's early settlement.  Beginning in the 
1820s, settlement began in this Sub-District on a parcel of land acquired by Joel Strickland 
through a land lottery.  This parcel, known as Lot Number 96, was unique because it was at the 
intersection of two important Native American trails: Rogues Road (Cherokee Road) and 
Hightower Trail.  The residential areas along this intersection are referred to as the Main Axis in 
this manual.  Not only is this the oldest section of the Residential Sub-District, it is also the most 
architecturally diverse with historic homes ranging from simple folk form cottages to high style 
mansions.  Additionally, it was home to many of Social Circle's early merchants, businessmen, 
and political leaders. 
 
Adjacent to the Axis area is another section of the Residential Sub-District referred to as the 
Avenues and Side Streets in this manual.  This area represents Social Circle's growth in the late 
nineteenth century and early twentieth century.  With the exception of South Dogwood Avenue, 
most of the dwellings in this section are smaller-scaled than many of those in the Main Axis.  
However, this area is still architecturally diverse with many examples of late nineteenth and 
early twentieth century architecture.   
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Across the Industrial Sub-District lies the section of the Residential Sub-District referred to in as 
the Mill Village in this manual.  This residential section was the former company housing for the 
Social Circle Cotton Mill with most of its development taking place in the early twentieth 
century.  The architecture within this section features smaller-scaled, closely spaced dwellings 
that are laid out in a pattern typical of many textile mill villages in the eastern United States. 
 
The final section of the Residential Sub-District is the Historic African American neighborhood.  
This neighborhood is located adjacent to the northern portion of the Avenues and Side Streets 
section.  Today, this section is home to the decendants of many of Social Circle's oldest African-
American families who have contributed to Social Circle's growth and the development.  This 
neighborhood is characterized by smaller-scaled, vernacular and folk form dwellings with 
landscape features typical of many rural African-American communities.   
 
Today the Residential Sub-District and the four sections that make it up represent the most 
diverse portion of the Social Circle Historic District.  However, it also is the one that faces the 
greatest pressure from change, as families continue to modify homes and property to 
accommodate modern needs.  Despite this, the area can evolve with modern needs while it 
retains the integrity that makes it unique with appropriate guidance.   
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6.2 Approximate Boundaries of the Residential Sub-District  

 
Figure 3: Approximate boundaries of the Residential Sub-Section 

 
Geographically speaking, the Residential Sub-District extends along the portion of the historic 
district along Cherokee Street and Hightower Trail.  From there it extends into the streets and 
avenues within the historic district that do not make up the Commercial and Industrial Sub-
Districts.  Due to the diversity and size of this Sub-District, this manual divides it into four main 
sections: the Main Axis, Avenues and Side Streets, Historic African-American Neighborhood, 
and Mill Village.  Specific details on the boundaries of these areas can be found in the next 
section. 
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6.3 Sections of the Residential Sub-District 
Although four general sections make up the Residential Sub-District today, other sections may 
be added to them as the boundaries of the historic district increases over time.  One potential area 
of inclusion is the ranch house neighborhood located in the Heritage Park area.  Guidelines for 
this area could be extended to other mid-century ranch house neighborhoods and individual 
resources of this type in the larger historic district.  The maps below contain specific 
geographical information about the current four sections.  However, please note that such 
information is approximate and the HPC will have to use their discretion when applying 
guidelines specific resources within a given section. 

6.3.1 Main Axis (Cherokee Road and East and West Hightower Trail) 

 
Figure 4: Map of Main Axis (Cherokee Road and East and West Hightower Trail) 
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6.3.1.1 Area I  

 
Figure 5: Looking east down East Hightower Trail in Area I of the Main Axis in 1898 

 
The houses in this photograph are the William Henry Stanton House (left) and the Philips-
Sherrill-Riley House (right). 
 

 
Figure 6: A portion of Area I of the Main Axis from a 1909 Sanborn map 
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This section is the oldest settled portion of the Residential Sub-District with the oldest part of it 
being the portion of East Hightower Trail between the Georgia Railroad Bridge and the 
Commercial Sub-District.  The oldest standing residential building in this portion of the Sub-
District (possibly in Social Circle as well) is the Josiah Clark Town House (circa 1832). 
 
This area is characterized by historic homes ranging from Greek Revival folk forms to the large-
scale, neoclassical William Henry Stanton House.  Homes in this area are typically located on 
smaller lots than those found on West Hightower Trail.  Additionally, the setback in this area is 
rather low when compared to that of West Hightower Trail.  Today, a tree lined, two lane 
blacktop road that gently slopes to the east make up the streetscape.  Some of the trees that line 
the street are historic oak trees with limbs that meet over the middle of the road. 
 

 
Figure 7: Looking down East Hightower Trail in the Main Axis today 
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6.3.1.2 Areas II & III 

 
Figure 8: The George E. Knox home still stands on West Hightower Trail (circa 1890) 

 
 

 
Figure 9: The Almand family home on West Hightower Trail (circa 1910) 
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Figure 10: Monroe Street (Cherokee Road) in Area II (circa 1898) 

 

 
Figure 11: A portion of Area II of the Main Axis from a 1909 Sanborn map 

 
 

Areas II and III consist of the area along West Hightower Trail and the portion of North 
Cherokee Street that extends to Clay Street.  Historically, this area was home to many of Social 
Circle's elite who constructed mansions and other high style dwellings that still stand today.  
However, many smaller-scaled buildings exist in the area that range from Greek Revival cottages 
to craftsmen style bungalows.  In general, lots are larger in the west end of the West Hightower 
portion and more mixed in size on the North Cherokee portion.  Building setback in the area 
ranges from low near the center of town to higher north and west of it.  The streetscape in this 
portion is characterized by tree lined, two lane blacktop roads with street trees being sparser in 
the larger lot areas.  Farther out from the intersection of North Cherokee Street and Clay Street, 
as well as that of Alcova Drive and West Hightower, the architecture becomes more mixed as it 
transits to areas beyond the historic district. 
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6.3.1.3 Area IV 

 
Figure 12: A portion of Area IV of the Main Axis from a 1909 Sanborn map 

 
The final area of the Main Axis runs from the south end of the Commercial Sub-District to the 
intersection of South Cherokee Road and Spring Street.  The architecture in this area is diverse, 
ranging from larger-scaled dwellings to small cottages and bungalows.  The styles of these 
buildings range from Greek revival to craftsmen and mid-century examples.  Additionally, the 
setback of the area is low and uniform with fewer trees than the other portions of the Main Axis.  
Beyond the rail bridge on South Cherokee Road, the frequency of noncontributing buildings 
increases as the area transits out of the historic district.  This portion of the area contains more 
trees, higher building setback, and greater building spacing between. 
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6.3.2 Avenues and Side Streets 

 
Figure 13: Map of Avenues and Side Streets 

 
The Avenues and Side Streets section of the Residential Sub-District represents Social Circle's 
growth as an incorporated town in the late nineteenth century and early twentieth century.  For 
the purposes of this manual this section is broken down into the Transition and Old Town Areas.  
The Old Town areas are the older portion of development within walking distance of the town 
center.  The Transition Areas represent sparse early development mixed with a strong presence 
of mid to late twentieth century development.  A description of the character of these two areas 
follows. 
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6.3.2.1 Old Town Area 

 
Figure 14: The Stanton-Duvall House (circa 1910) 

 
Located on South Dogwood Avenue, the Stanton-Duvall House is a rare example of the Second 
Empire style in Social Circle and one of the largest homes in the Avenues and Side Streets 
section. 
 

 
Figure 15: The Hunt family home in the Avenues and Side Streets section (photo circa 1973) 
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Figure 16: 1909 Sanborn map of a portion of Avenues and Side Streets Section 

 
This map represents the oldest portion of the Avenues and Side Streets section, today known as 
Dogwood Avenue and Holly Street.  The section itself consists of the following streets as they 
appear highlighted on the map on the previous page: 
 

• Holly Street 
• South and North Dogwood Avenue 
• Poplar Avenue 
• Spruce Avenue 
• South Forest Avenue 
• Hickory Drive 
• West Cain Street  

 

  
Figure 17: Avenues and Side Street Section today: S. Dogwood (L) and N. Dogwood (R) 

 
The general context of this area features modest size houses (with the exception of South 
Dogwood Avenue) that are closely set together on smaller lots that those found in most of the 
Main Axis.  Most of these homes are spaced closely together with low setbacks.  The portions of 
this area north of East Hightower contain shade trees ranging from small to large.  These include 
mixtures of pecan and oak trees, as well as smaller trees such as dogwoods and crape myrtles.  
The portion of Dogwood Avenue south of East Hightower Trail contains larger shade trees, 
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many of which are oak.  Some of these touch in the middle of the road, giving the area a 
picturesque quality and unique appearance.   
 
Both of the areas of Poplar Avenue and Spruce Avenue in this section contain sparser 
development.  However, according to historic Sanborn maps, that development was denser at 
least on Poplar Avenue.  Despite this, with the exception of some servant dwellings and small 
tenant houses, the open space between North Dogwood and Poplar Avenue was undeveloped.  
This open space should be preserved, as it is important to the character of the Residential Sub-
District.   

 
Figure 18: Popular Avenue in 1909 

 
In addition to the unique development pattern in the portion of the Old Town area, both of the 
sections of Spruce and Poplar Avenue in this area are unique, as they currently are not paved and 
no evidence exists that they ever were.  The HPC should strongly consider recommending that 
they remain this way in order to retain the character of this portion of the Residential Sub-
District.    

 
Figure 19: The unpaved portion of Poplar Avenue in the Avenues and Side Streets section 
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The next portions of the Old Town Area on the map are the highlighted portion of Hickory Drive 
and West Cain Street.  This area represents early twentieth century development, largely 
consisting of craftsmen style bungalows and some small scale late Victorian Styles.  
Additionally, a number of ranch houses exist in the area which represents later development.  
The streetscape in this portion of the area ranges from shaded to non-shaded with old and young 
trees.  As with most other portions of the Old Town Area, houses are smaller-scaled, spaced 
closely together, and have low setbacks.  
 
The final portion of the Old Town Area is the highlighted section of South Forest Avenue.  The 
dwellings in this area are on larger lots and spaced farther apart.  However, they maintain a low 
and uniform setback.  The streetscape in this portion of the Old Town Area ranges from shaded 
to non-shaded, with old and young trees.  Architectural styles in this area range from nineteenth 
century and early twentieth examples near the South Forest Avenue and West Hightower Trail 
intersection, to mid twentieth century examples near the South Forest Avenue and Memorial 
Street Southwest intersection. 

6.3.2.2 Transition Area 

This area is composed of the transition between the Social Circle Historic and the non-historic 
areas adjacent to the Avenues and Side Streets section.  The character of these areas ranges from 
a mix of noncontributing resources, mid-century architecture, and older architecture from the late 
nineteenth century and early twentieth century.  The building setback and spacing is similar to 
other portions of the Avenues and Side Streets section in some areas.  However, in other portions 
buildings have relatively high setbacks and greater spacing.  Additionally, the streetscape in 
these areas range from shaded to non-shaded.   
 
The transition areas are the portions of the following streets within the Social Circle Historic 
District that are highlighted in blue on the map: 
 
North of the Cherokee-Hightower Intersection 

• Ronthor Drive 
• East Tower Road 
• North Tower Road 
• Beaver Drive 
• Rose Lane 
• Clay Street 
• Heritage Park 
• Juniper Street 
• Maple Street 

 
South of the Cherokee-Hightower Intersection 

• Lakewood Drive 
• West Cain Street (blue portion) 
• Hickory Drive (blue portion) 
• Ash Street 
• Spring Street 
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South of the rail bridge on East Hightower Trail 

• East Hightower Trail south of the rail bridge 
• Jones Drive 
• Spring Street 
• Walnut Street 
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6.3.3 Mill Village 

 
Figure 20: Map of the Mill Village 

 

 
Figure 21: A portion of Mill Street (now Cannon Drive) from a 1909 Sanborn map 

 
Historically, the Mill Village section was home for much of the workforce for the Social Circle 
Cotton Mill and their families.  This section began as a company owned housing project around 
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the time the mill was constructed and remained in mill ownership until the mid-1960s.  At this 
time, the mill sold many of the homes to the workers who occupied them.  The village itself 
consists of the highlighted portions of the following roads on the map: 
 

• Cannon Drive 
• East Cedar Street 
• Cherry Way 
• Alford Way 
• Spring Street 

 
This section is characterized by smaller-scaled houses, which are closely spaced with low 
setbacks.  These houses are laid out in a pattern that forms a continuous rhythm on the 
streetscape.  The height of these houses is also consistent, being a single story with a steeply 
pitched roof.  Due to the uniformity in building height in most of this area, it is a defining feature 
that contributes significantly character.  Therefore, increasing the height of existing buildings or 
constructing taller buildings than those already in existence should be avoided (see the 
Residential Sub-District Infill section for further information). 
 
In general, houses in the area fall into four categories: L-shaped with a gable roof and a shed roof 
porch, saltbox with a shed roof porch, side gable with a shed roof porch, and a pyramidal form 
with a shed roof porch.  The homes are typical of many found in other company owned 
neighborhoods in milling villages in Georgia.  Although trees are present, fewer exist in this area 
than most others in the Residential Sub-District.  Additionally, the landscape is simpler and more 
indicative of an industrial neighborhood.   

   
Figure 22: Example of a side gable home with a shed roof porch in the Mill Village 

  
Looking east on Cherry Way in the Mill Village Looking West on Cannon Drive in the Mill Village 

Figure 23: Cherry Way and Cannon Drive in the Mill Village 
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6.3.4 Historic African American Neighborhood 

 
Figure 24: Map of the Historic African American Neighborhood 

 
As a neighborhood, the Historic African American Neighborhood is embodied with a distinct 
character unique to many rural African American communities in Georgia.  Although much of its 
history is unclear, settlement in this neighborhood likely began in the late nineteenth century but 
could have begun earlier that century.  Today, many of the descendants of Social Circle's early 
African American families still occupy the historic homes of their ancestors in this unique part of 
the Residential Sub-District.   
 
The architecture in this section ranges from historic, modest folk-form cottages to contemporary 
infill.  Additionally, it contains a historic church on Oak Drive that is used by one of Social 
Circles older African American congregations.  The landscape is informal with a rural feel on 
many of the streets.  The streetscape ranges from shaded to unshaded with a mixture of young 
and old trees.  Additionally, some properties contain evidence of swept yards, which are a very 
important landscape feature unique to rural African American communities.  Essentially, these 
are shaded or unshaded yard areas, which are void of groundcover vegetation and swept down to 
hard ground.  Many African American families utilized these as outdoor living spaces in the 
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summer months and performed domestic activities in them such as slaughtering livestock, food 
preparation, washing, and socializing.  These features are becoming increasingly rare and should 
be preserved when appropriately identified.   
 

 
Figure 25: Poplar Street in the Historic African American Neighborhood 

 

 
Figure 26: Example of a swept yard from Southern Pines, N C (circa 1914) 
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Figure 27: Possible remains of a swept yard in the Historic African American Neighborhood 

 
This neighborhood is located primarily north of Holly Street.  Although other portions of it exist 
outside of the present boundaries of the historic district, it consists of the following streets as 
highlighted on the map: 
 

• Dogwood Avenue (north of Holly Street) 
• Poplar Avenue (north of Holly Street) 
• Spruce Avenue (north of Holly Street) 
• King Street 
• Oak Drive 
• Elm Avenue 
• East Elm Street 
• Waters Drive 
• Annie P. Henderson Drive 
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6.4 Building Elements  
Like the other resources that make up the Social Circle Historic District, historic residential 
buildings are vital to its character.  Many of these buildings that make up the Residential Sub-
District have been the settings for domestic life and history experienced on a personal level by 
the early inhabitants of our community.  Those who own such resources are stewards in a long 
chain of human occupation and emotional attachment.  Therefore, owners should respect the 
mark left on them in the past by their predecessors while they leave their own mark on them in a 
respectful way.   
 
In order for Social Circle's historic homes to remain useful for modern life, property owners will 
need to modify them for modern needs.  However, they must respect and maintain the features 
that contribute to the unique character of these irreplaceable resources in the process.  The 
following sections contain information on these features and appropriate approaches for caring 
for, repairing, and replacing them.    

6.4.1 Foundations 
Foundations are both important structural and design elements for historic residential buildings.  
Although these can be above or below grade, three general foundation types exist on historic 
residential buildings in Social Circle: continuous brick, brick pier, and continuous concrete.   The 
continuous brick type usually consists of bricks laid in a stretcher or common bond.  These 
usually contain vents for air circulation that may be in pierced or weaved patters.  Property 
owners should maintain and preserve these vents if they exist on a foundation 

6.4.1.1 Brick Pier Foundations  

 
Figure 28: One of the few unfilled pier foundations in the Residential Sub-District 
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Figure 29: A brick pier foundation under a historic home in the Residential Sub-District 

 
The brick pier foundation system predominated in Social Circle during the nineteenth century 
and early twentieth century for its ease of construction and air circulation benefits.  These 
systems consist of a series of evenly spaced piers that carry the building's load into the ground.  
Often, these are constructed of durable brick with glazing that protects them against moisture 
penetration.  These piers usually sit on a concrete or stone footing, which may rest on bedrock.  
If these types of foundations do not contain infill, they should remain free of it.  However, 
property owners may utilize the following temporary filling materials as long as they are 
reversible: 

• Wood lattice 
• Vertical planks 
• Traditional looking sheet metal (this is only appropriate for more modest structures such 

tenant houses, sheds, and servant quarters). 
 

 
Figure 30: A treated foundation brick typical of many of those used in brick piers 

 
All forms of temporary infill should be neatly installed and not obscure any brick piers. 
 
Over the years, as property owners added plumbing and other mechanical systems to homes, they 
filled in many brick pier foundations.  Before 1940, this infill was usually brick laid in a stretcher 
bond pattern or in some cases textured concrete block that resembles stone.  Property owners 
should retain these forms of historic infill as part of the evolution of their building.  However, 
after 1940, plain concrete block infill became widely used, which unlike brick and textured 
block, disrupted the architectural appearance of many buildings.  Although removing concrete 
block and replacing it with a more appropriate form of infill is appropriate, stuccoing and 
painting the concrete block may be an acceptable way to reduce its obtrusive appearance.  
Property owners should consider the reversible methods discussed above as replacement infill.  
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However, in some cases, brick laid in an open lattice pattern may be acceptable if it is used to 
replace concrete block.  Concrete block should never be removed if it is load bearing.   
 

 
Figure 31: An example of brick infill in a brick pier foundation in the Residential Sub-District 

 
 

 
Figure 32: Brick lattice may be appropriate for replacing concrete block infill 

6.4.1.2 Continuous Foundations 

 
Figure 33: A continuous brick veneer foundation in the Residential Sub-District 

 
During the early twentieth century, continuous foundations became more and more common, 
eventually replacing brick pier foundations.  These foundation systems consist of a solid wall of 
brick, concrete, or stone (usually found in very early examples).  These walls run the perimeter 
of the building or structure and carry its load to the ground through sills attached to the floor 
joists.  Just as with their brick pier counterparts, continuous foundations are important 
architectural elements.  On buildings with raised foundations, these should remain visible and 
not covered with siding, lattice, or other materials.  Additionally, if load bearing brick or brick 
veneer is present, it should never be stuccoed or covered in concrete.  Similarly, concrete 
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foundations of this type should not be covered in brick or stone veneers.  For information on 
addressing problems with concrete and brick, please refer to the Building Materials section of 
this manual.   

6.4.1.3 Repair and Maintenance 

As with any other component of a building or structure, a foundation may require periodic 
maintenance or repair.  Repointing is one common repair measure that must occur when brick 
mortar deteriorates.  Please refer to the Building Materials section of this manual for further 
information on repointing.  In rare circumstances when outside forces such as moisture have 
deteriorated materials, replacement may be necessary.  This type of replacement should only be 
done to damaged sections that are beyond repair.  Any replacement materials should match 
originals as closely as possible.  This applies to brick mortar applied in repointing.   
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6.4.2 Porches 
 

     
Philips-Sherrill-Riley House (left) and William Henry Stanton House (right) 
Figure 34: Two examples of residential buildings with wood decked porches 

 

 
Figure 35: An example of a historic home with a concrete porch 

 
Before the advent of air conditioning, porches served as open areas that provided cooler outdoor 
living space.  Additionally, they acted as transition areas between the interior living space of a 
residential building and the outside world.  Many of the nineteenth and early twentieth century 
homes found within the Residential Sub-District contain porches.   
 
The most common type of porch found in the Sub-District is the front porch.  These range from 
large neoclassical porches with two story columns to small porches such as those found on 
vernacular dwellings.  Most of these porches extend across the main facades of residential 
buildings; however, a number of wrap around examples exist.   
 
In addition to their practical benefits, front porches served a social function as places where 
neighbors gathered and exchanged gossip.  Today, many porches in the Residential Sub-District 
still serve this purpose.  Furthermore, they remain some of the most significant and beautiful 
components of the residential streetscape.  Property owners should employ every effort to retain 
and preserve original porches and their decorative elements. 
 
Back porches and sleeping porches are the other two types of porches that exist in the Residential 
Sub-District.  Generally speaking, back porches were more service oriented features that were 
designed for private use by families and as areas for performing domestic tasks.  Often these 
porches were screened in to provide protection from insects.  On the other hand, sleeping 
porches, are typically second story porches that connect to a bedroom or upper hall.  These 
usually are located on the front of a building and often contain similar decorative elements as 
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front porches.  Historically, these served as private outdoor living spaces and cool places to sleep 
and relax in the summer months.  Both back porches and sleeping porches should be preserved 
along with their decorative features and defining elements. 

6.4.2.1 Porch Repair 

Due to that fact that this element is exposed to the weather, repair will need to take place at some 
point in order for it to remain functional.  One of the most common repairs is deck refinishing.  
Refinishing should take place routinely with appropriate porch grade paint.  Although the HPC 
does not regulate colors, property owners should choose colors that complement the building and 
are historically compatible.  Another common problem that necessitates repair is rot.  Property 
owners can repair rotted elements through patching with epoxies and resins.  Not only does this 
retain as much historic material as possible, it is less expensive, less time consuming, and more 
environmentally friendly than an all-out replacement.  

6.4.2.2 Porch Element Replacement 

In cases where repair of an element is not possible, replacement may take place.  As with other 
replacements, these should match the originals as closely as possible in terms of materials and 
appearance.  To these ends, replacement decorative elements such as posts, column, balusters, 
and brackets should be of wood if that was the original material in use.  Any replacement 
materials should be painted so that they blend in with other elements on the building.  Note that 
when replacing rails on a porch special attention must be given to its height, as modern rail 
systems are typically set at 42 inches tall, which is much higher than most historic examples. 
Also, property owners should never add decorative elements that were not historically present on 
a porch to it or inappropriate materials for its age such as wrought iron or vinyl elements.   
 
Some materials that make up a porch are sacrificial and designed for periodic replacement. These 
include porch decking and roofing materials. Property owners do not need to obtain a Certificate 
of Appropriates for porch decking replacements as long as the selected materials match the 
original as closely as possible.  Please note that replacing wood porch decking with concrete is 
not acceptable in Residential Sub-District.  If evidence exists that a concrete porch was originally 
wood, that material may be replaced with wood as long as the other elements of the porch are 
retained (see the list below).  In cases where concrete is the original material as is the case with 
many twentieth century buildings, that material should be retained and only replaced in kind 
when necessary.   
 
This similarly applies to porch roofs, though if historic roofing materials exist, they should be 
retained if possible.  For further information on roofing materials, see the Roofing Materials 
section of this manual.   
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The following elements of significance should be retained and only replaced if repair is not an 
option (all replacements should adhere to the replacement guidelines above): 
 

• Porch Railing (this includes height and detailing) 
• Ceiling Sheathing Materials and Trim 
• Columns and Posts 
• Cornices 
• Architraves and their Detailing (dentils, etc.) 
• Built in Gutter Systems 
• Brackets 
• Decorative Carvings or Spindle Work 
• Other Elements of Historic Significance 

 

 
Figure 36: A rare example of a tin porch ceiling in the Residential Sub-District 

 
Any changes to these materials will require a Certificate of Appropriateness from the HPC. 

6.4.2.3 Adding a Porch 

If a porch has been removed from a building it may be recreated if sufficient evidence exists that 
the building had it.  Such porches should match originals as closely as possible.  If this is not 
possible, then they should be simple and appropriate to the style of the building.  Although front 
porches may not be added to buildings that did not historically have them, back porches may be 
added as long as they are compatible with the rest of the building. Such additions require review 
from the HPC. 

6.4.2.4 Porch Enclosure 

Front porches should never be filled in with glass or solid materials, as it destroys that 
architectural integrity of the building.  However, under certain circumstances a back porch may 
be converted into a room or filled with glass.   
 
Screening porches is a Southern tradition that may be appropriate for some front porches and 
most back porches.  Screening may be added to front porches only when it is compatible with the 
design, period of significance, and no important design elements are concealed or damaged in the 
process.   Back porches may be screened at the discretion of property owners as long as they do 
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not damage or conceal significant features in the process.  The HPC should review proposals to 
screen front porches; however, they do not need to review screening on back porches.    

6.4.2.5 Disability Access 

 

 
Figure 37: An appropriate approach for providing disability access to a porch 

 
In certain cases, wheelchair ramps may be necessary for certain buildings in the Residential Sub-
District.  Though necessary, these should be reversible and as compatible with the building as 
possible.  These should be placed on the side of the building and may be tied in with proper 
balusters and rails (see the image above).  For further information on disability access in historic 
buildings see the Americans with Disabilities Act section of this manual.   

6.4.3 Doors and Doorways 

          
Figure 38: Some historic doors in the Residential Sub-District 

 
These important architectural features serve as transitions between interior living space and 
porches or the outside world.  The main door of a building located on its front facade is the most 
important of these.  Through this element, families would admit visitors into the forward rooms 
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of their home, which usually were the most formal.  Due to its importance, this door was usually 
the most ornate.  Although through the years many of these became damaged and replaced, some 
original examples exist in the Residential Sub-District.  These doors may or may not be glazed 
and often contain elaborate hardware such as original key plates and mechanical doorbells.  
Property owners should take every effort to retain and preserve historic doors, their hardware, 
and other defining features.   
 
Usually, residential structures contained one or more exterior doors that were less formal.  The 
back door is most common, but additional doors for servants exist on some homes.  Because 
these doors were associated with less formal activities and often led to the less formal elements 
of a building's outdoor living space, they were usually simpler in design and contained simpler 
hardware.  However, these elements are highly significant and should be maintained and 
preserved.   

 
Figure 39: The basic components of a doorway 

6.4.3.1 Working on a Door or Doorway 

Doorways are one of the most noticeable elements on a residential building and sometimes even 
the smallest alterations can change the appearance of a building.  Therefore, when working on a 
doorway, property owners must take special to retain the original size and shape of the door.  
This is especially true for front doors and others that are visible from the public right of way.  
Additionally, property owners should take special care to preserve transoms and sidelights and 
not remove them or block their glass in.  Furthermore, all replacement glass should match the 
original glass as closely as possible.  The use of stained or leaded glass where it did not 
originally exists is not appropriate.  New doorways should not be added to the main facade of a 
building.  However, property owners may add them to elevations that do not face the public right 
of way as long as they do not retract from the overall appearance of the building or damage it in 
the process.  The HPC should carefully review proposals for this kind of work.  
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6.4.3.2 Replacement Doors 

The types of doors in use on residential buildings vary depending on building types and styles.  
In general, these doors are either solid or glazed, with the latter type being the most common.  
Although most residential doors are rectangular some found on buildings with Tudor elements 
are arched.  Additionally, solid rectangular doors are most often paneled with arched examples 
being paneled or planked.  
 
If historic doors are present on a building, property owners should retain them.  In cases where 
doors become damaged, repair should be the first approach.  If doors are two badly damaged for 
repair, then a replacement may take place as long as the new door matches the original in terms 
of appearance materials as closely as possible.  This means that glazed door should be replaced 
with glazed doors and solid doors with solid doors.  Metal doors are generally inappropriate 
replacement options for most buildings in the Sub-District except for historic ranch houses that 
had metal doors originally.  Additionally, replacement glazed doors should be simple in design 
and not contain stained glass, leaded glass, or be divided into panes unless these details were 
present on the original.   

6.4.3.3 Screen and Storm Doors 

If historic screen doors are present, property owners should retain and preserve them.  As with 
other elements of significance, repair should take place before replacement.  However, when 
screen doors are missing from a building or the originals are too badly damaged for repair, a 
replacement may take place.  Such a replacement should match the original as closely as 
possible.  If no information exists on how a screen door looked, it should complement the style 
of the building.  Such replacements should be of painted wood. 
 

                  
Figure 40: Examples of replacement screen doors 

 
These examples of replacement wood screen doors are compatible with historic residential 
structures, depending on their style.  Note that these are unpainted examples and replacement 
doors must be painted.  Additionally, certain of these may or may not be appropriate for certain 
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buildings.  Therefore, the simpler examples on the right and left are likely best in most 
circumstances. 
 
Energy savings provided by storm doors are minimal, as they create little seal.  Property owners 
electing to use storm doors should not use them on the main facade of a building.  However, they 
may use them on rear and side elevations that are not readily visible from the public right of way.  
Such doors should resemble historic screen doors.  Although wood is the most preferable 
material, metal storm doors may be used as long as they are simple in design.   

 
Figure 41: An example of an acceptable and unacceptable metal storm door 

6.4.4 Windows and Skylights  

               
 

 
Figure 42: Historic windows and shutters found in the Residential Sub-District 
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Many different types of windows exist within the Residential Sub-District ranging from stained 
windows on churches to double-hung windows with a variety of light configurations.  Historic 
windows offer important information about many buildings such as their age.  Additionally, the 
size, configuration, glazing, and location of windows architecturally define these resources.  
Therefore, replacing windows with inappropriate examples, filling them in, or altering their 
configuration in any way can destroy architectural composition and historic significance.  For 
these reasons the HPC should carefully review changes to existing windows on historic buildings 
and structures within the Residential Sub-District.   Routine window repair and in-kind glass 
replacement is exempt from review by the HPC as long as it follows the guidelines laid out 
in this manual. 

 
Figure 43: The basic components of a double-hung window 

6.4.4.1 Window Repair 

Although many historic windows were constructed with attention to quality not present in many 
modern examples, they can deteriorate over time.  This is often frustrating for property owners 
who wish to reduce ever increasing energy costs.  However, with proper work, property owners 
can make their historic windows as or more energy efficient than modern replacements.  To these 
ends, checking windows for drafts with draft detectors (see the image below) and caulking leaks 
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can significantly boost their energy efficiency.  Additionally, ensuring that the putty used to seal 
window lights is in good condition can further increase energy efficiency.  Also, the use of 
interior storm window is a very effective way to make windows more efficient and can have tax 
benefits too.   

 
Figure 44: Inexpensive draft detectors can effectively find leaks in windows 

6.4.4.2 Window Replacement 

Property owners should employ every effort to retain historic windows.  However, in cases 
where windows are beyond repair, they may replace them.  Such replacements should match the 
originals as closely as possible with special attention given, to texture, light configuration, and 
shape.  Windows with vinyl framing or snap-in muntins are inappropriate replacement options 
for historic windows in the Residential Sub-District.  However, some synthetic materials exist 
that have the look and feel of wood, which may be used in cases where replacement with the 
original material is not possible.  Such windows should blend in with the rest of the windows on 
a building and painted to match them.  Additionally, although more latitude exists for 
replacement windows on rear elevations, they too should match originals as closely as possible 
and blend in with the overall architecture of the building or structure.  A number of companies 
today offer energy efficient replacement historic windows. This example is in the 6 over 6 
configuration, but just about any other configuration is available. 

 
Figure 45: An energy efficient replacement historic window 



Social Circle Design Guidelines 2011 
 

53 

6.4.4.3 Decorative Windows and Shutters 

Some buildings and structures within the Residential Sub-District contain historic decorative 
windows or shutters.  Property owners should not remove such elements from buildings and 
should preserve them with other elements of significance.  Additionally, they should never add 
such elements to buildings that did not have them.  For guidelines on decorative window repair 
and replacement, please refer to the guidelines on windows above.  For guidelines on shutters, 
please refer to the Upper Story Windows and Detailing section of the Commercial Sub-District 
guidelines of this manual. 

6.4.4.4 Skylights  

Skylights provide an economical way to provide natural light to finished areas in attics and other 
poorly lit areas in buildings.  However, they must never be used on facades that are visible from 
the public right of way.  Generally speaking, the rear facade is the best location for these and 
when installed even on that location, they should be inconspicuous.  Flat skylights are best and 
property owners should avoid dome examples (see the images below).   
 

 
Figure 46: Appropriate and Inappropriate skylights for non-street facing elevations 

6.4.4.5 Window Air Conditioning Units 

Window air conditioning units are permitted on historic buildings because they are considered 
non-permanent alterations.  However, they should not be placed on the main facade of a 
building.  When property owners place them on the appropriate facade of a building, they should 
make sure they fit securely, properly drain them, and ensure that they do not damage the building 
or window.  In cases where placing these units on other elevations besides the main facade is not 
possible, the HPC will need to perform a review.   

6.4.5 Decorative Elements 
Many buildings and structures within the Residential Sub-District contain decorative elements 
that do not serve practical purposes but are vital to the architectural character of the resource.  
These include but are not limited to the following: 
 

• Decorative moldings 
• Exposed rafters and braces 
• Finals  
• Pilasters 
• Decorative shingles 

• Decorative brick work 
• Decorative stone work 
• Vergboards 
• Brackets  
• Window Hoods 
• Cresting and decorative railing 
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These elements of significance should be retained and preserved on the buildings and structures 
where they exist.  Property owners should repair damaged elements before replacing them.  In 
cases where elements are too badly damaged for repair, they should be replaced.  Replacements 
should match the originals as closely as possible and blend in with other elements found on the 
building or structure.  In cases where constructing replacement elements out of their original 
material is not possible, synthetic materials may be used as long as they are not easily discernible 
from the original and blend in with other elements of the same kind.  None of these or similar 
decorative elements should be concealed.  Additionally, they should never be added to historic 
buildings or structures that did not historically have them.  In cases where property owners can 
prove through historic photographic evidence that such elements existed on a building or 
structure, they may add them to it.   

6.4.6 Cornices and Cornice Detailing 
Cornices are the horizontal elements that define where building walls end and the eaves of roofs 
begin.  These may be simple in design or detailed with dentals and other ornamentation.  Often 
the level of detailing, configuration, and thickness of cornices offer important clues about the 
style of a building or structure and when they were constructed.  Due to their historic and design 
significance, these elements should be retained and preserved.  Additionally, they should never 
be obscured or damaged by modifications to existing facades.  However, hanging gutter systems 
may partially obscure these elements as long as they are needed, installed with sensitivity, and 
are reversible.  In cases such as these, property owners should consider a ground drainage system 
such as a French drain (see the Drainage System section of this manual for further information 
on hanging gutters and other drainage systems). 

6.4.6.1 Cornice Repair 

Due to their exposure to the elements and water runoff from roofs, cornices and their detailing 
are highly susceptible to rot and other moisture related damage.  Regular inspection of this area 
of a building or structure and routine painting can prevent most problems.  However, in cases 
where damage does occur, repair should take place before replacement.  Many problems can be 
fixed with patching compounds or epoxies.  

6.4.6.2 Cornice Replacement 

When cornices become too badly damaged for repair, they may be replaced.  However, property 
owners should only replace damaged sections.  Ideally, replacement sections or entire elements 
should be of the same material as the original.  Should this not be possible, synthetic materials 
that resemble the original in texture and appearance may be used.  Despite this, these 
replacements must be painted and blend in with the rest of the element for partial replacements 
and with other decorative elements for entire replacements.  

6.4.7 Roofs 
A majority of the roofs found on buildings and structures within the Residential Sub-District are 
one of three variations of the gable roof: side, front, and cross.  However, hipped examples and 
even a mansard roof exist.  The pitch, configuration, design, and scale of these roofs are very 
important to the overall appearance of the building and character of the area.  For these reasons, 
these aspects of a historic roof should not be altered.  This includes raising roofs to provide more 
room in a finished attic or upper story.  Additionally, as with other elements of significance, 
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property owners should maintain and preserve the original materials that make up the roof.  For 
further information of roofs and guidelines that explicitly apply to roofing material, please refer 
to the Roofs and Materials section of this manual.   

 
Figure 47: Some basic components of a historic roof on a residential building 

6.4.7.1 Roof Repair 

Exterior and interior roof elements should be repaired before they are replaced.  However, 
replacement decorative elements should match the originals and closely as possible.  Though 
interior members do not need to match originals, they must not change the shape or pitch of the 
roof.  Additionally, if the roof has clay tiles or slate, alterations should not reduce the loading 
capacity of the roof. 

6.4.7.2 Roof Replacement 

If a portion of or an entire roof is so badly damaged that it must be replaced, the new 
construction must match the original in terms of pitch, height, and configuration.  Additionally, 
any dormers existing on such a building should be retained and repaired if possible or replaced in 
kind.   Please note that roof replacement does not refer to roofing material replacement, which is 
a routine activity that does not require review by the HPC unless it involves a significant roofing 
material (clay tile, slate shingles, etc). 
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6.4.8 Chimneys 

         
Figure 48: Some historic chimneys in the Residential Sub-District 

 
Most historic buildings in the Residential Sub-District contain chimneys.  These architectural 
features vary in size, number, location depending on the architectural style and age of the 
building.  On earlier buildings, these provided ventilation for fire places and cooking stoves.  As 
central heating became more common, chimneys began to provide ventilation for coal furnaces.  
Gradually, the function of these features became more and more secondary as other heating 
technologies began to predominate.   
 
Due to their significance, property owners should preserve and maintain chimneys.  This 
includes maintaining the size, configuration, and number of chimneys even if they are no longer 
in use.  For further information on chimney guidelines, please refer to the Chimneys section of 
the Commercial Sub-District Guidelines in this manual.  The guidelines on chimneys in detached 
buildings in that section will apply to chimneys in the Residential Sub-District.  

6.4.9 Dormers and Attic Vents 
Dormers and attic vents are two features that many historic buildings in the Residential Sub-
District possess.  The primary purpose of dormers is to provide natural light for upper story 
living space.  However, some buildings contain them to provide light for attic space and as 
decorative features.  Attic vents are usually located in the gable of a building and vary in size, 
shape, and decoration.  These not only provide ventilation for roof space, they are often 
decorative features that add to the character of historic buildings.  Regardless, these features are 
very important to the architectural character of a building and should be retained. 

6.4.9.1 Dormers 

Existing dormers and their windows should be retained and preserved and new dormers should 
never be added to elevations that are visible from public right of ways.  However, dormers may 
be added in certain areas that are not visible such as rear elevations if existing dormers and 
gables are not present.  Such dormers should be simple, compliment the architecture of the 



Social Circle Design Guidelines 2011 
 

57 

building, and be professionally installed.  Heavily styled dormers and examples that copy 
existing dormers on a building should be avoided.  

 
Figure 49: Examples of simple gable and shed dormers 

6.4.9.2 Attic Vents 

 
Figure 50: A nice attic vent in the Residential Sub-District 

6.4.9.3 Historic Attic Vents 

These features are important and should not be blocked in or removed from buildings.  
Additionally, vents that face the public right of way should not be converted into windows.  Attic 
vents facing other elevations may be converted into windows as long as the shape and size of the 
vent opening remains intact.  Such conversions should only take place with compatible windows 
(see the Windows section of the Residential Sub-District guidelines).  To provide consistency, 
the HPC should review all proposals for window conversions of attic vents.   

6.4.9.4 Contemporary Attic Roof Vents 

In certain cases, a building may require attic or roof ventilation when it never historically had it.  
In these cases, property owners should utilize appropriate roof vents, turbines, or fans.  These are 
inexpensive solutions for roof ventilation that require minimal effort to install while inflicting 
minimal damage to a historic building.  However, property owners should place these on areas of 
the roof that are not visible from the public right of way or in the least visible spot available if 
that is not possible.   
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Figure 51: An appropriate attic vent (left) and solar powered attic fan (right). 

6.4.10 Porte Cocheres 

 
Figure 52: An intact porte cochere in the Residential Sub-District 

 
Many dwellings constructed in the early twentieth century in the Residential Sub-District had 
Porte Cocheres.  Although this element dates back to the use of horse drawn carriages, it did not 
catch on widely in Social Circle until the advent of the automobile.  These features are a small 
overhanging driveway that connects to a dwelling at the head of a driveway.  Due to the fact that 
many of these were designed to accommodate automobiles that were much smaller than those of 
today, many fell out of use.  Over the years, property owners often filled these into sunrooms or 
fully enclosed living space.  Despite this, a few intact examples remain.  

6.4.10.1 Repair, Replacement, and Removal 

As with other features, property owners should repair deteriorated portions of this element before 
replacing them.  If any replacement takes place, it should match what it is replacing as closely as 
possible.  Property owners are not permitted to remove this feature.  

6.4.10.2 Filling in Porte Cocheres 

Due to their significance, property owners should consider leaving porte cocheres intact.  
However, if they must convert them into living space, the openings should be glassed in rather 
than filled in with a solid material, which enables these features to retain as much of their 
structural appearance possible.  Property owners may also convert porte cocheres into porch 
space if they utilize wood with the appearance of tongue and groove decking material.  
Additionally any rails used should be compatible and less than 3 feet in height.  Property owners 
should strongly consider designs that lack rails for these types of porch conversions.   
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6.4.11 Miscellaneous Elements of Significance 

               
Historic doorbell (left), historic coal chute (middle), historic door hardware (right) 

Figure 53: Some examples of miscellaneous elements of significance 
 

In addition to the architectural elements discussed above, a number of other miscellaneous 
elements of significance exist.  Though many of these no longer serve practical purposes, they 
are important reminders of the past and often act as important design elements too.  Therefore, 
property owners should preserve and maintain these where they exists and not conceal them.  
Although providing a complete list of these elements for the Residential Sub-District is not 
possible, the following items are some elements in this category: 
 

• Coal Chutes 
• Historic Electrical Components 
• Lightning Rods 
• Weather Veins 
• Doorbells and Hardware 

6.5 Residential Lighting 
Exterior lighting is an important element that contributes to the appearance of the Residential 
Sub-District.  When properly executed, it can make the Sub-District safer at night and more 
beautiful.  When improperly executed, it can create nuisances for residents of the Sub-District 
and destroy its character.  The guideline below will address the following exterior lighting types 
permitted within the Residential Sub-District. 
 

• Porch and Door Sidelights 
• Lamp Posts 
• Landscape Lighting 
• Spotlights  
• Motion Lights 

6.5.1 Porches and Door Side Lights 
Most residential buildings within the Residential Sub-District have either porch or door side 
lights.  With the exception of some mid-century buildings, such fixtures are generally not 
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original to the building.  However, on buildings where original exterior lights of these types 
exist, they should be retained and preserved. 
 
Porch and door sidelights may be added to buildings as long as they are compatible with the 
architectural design of the building, are not excessively bright, are properly located, and do not 
contain colored bulbs.  Generally, property owners should avoid colonial looking lamps unless 
they are adding them to a colonial style home.  For other architectural types, the guidelines on 
door and vestibule lights in the Attached Lighting section of the Commercial Sub-District 
guidelines of this manual will apply.   

6.5.2 Lamp Posts 
Lamp posts are the main form of detached lighting that is permitted within the Residential Sub-
District.  Appropriately styled lamp posts provide good outdoor lighting for residential properties 
and can be important landscape features.  However, inappropriate examples can negatively 
impact the character of the Residential Sub-District.  To these ends lamp posts should be 
properly scaled to the building that they are associated with.  Additionally, they should 
correspond with the style of the building.  Generally, colonial lamp posts are not appropriate 
unless they are associated with a colonial style building.  The use of colored or overly bright 
light bulbs should be avoided.  Below are some images of lamp posts that may be appropriate for 
many buildings within the Residential Sub-District.  As long as lamp posts do not block the main 
facade of a building and they adhere to these guidelines, they will not need to receive approval 
by the HPC.  However, HPC will need to issue a Certificate of Appropriateness in all other cases.   

        
Figure 54: Examples of compatible lamp posts in the Residential Sub-District 

6.5.3 Landscape Lighting 
This is another form of detached lighting that is appropriate within the Residential Sub-District.  
Lighting of this kind is very effective for illuminating paths and gardens; however, it must be 
compatible and appropriately installed.  These are available in wired or solar powered examples 
with the latter being the easiest to install and most economical.  For the purpose of these 



Social Circle Design Guidelines 2011 
 

61 

guidelines, this type of lighting is considered part of a building's landscape and will not need 
review from the HPC.  

                 
Figure 55: Examples of compatible solar power landscape lighting 

6.5.4 Spotlights  
These are an effective lighting solution for illuminating buildings exteriors, important landscape 
features, and plant specimens at night.  Additionally, they are useful crime deterrents as well.  
However, spotlights should be properly installed in areas that are not readily noticeable.  
Property owners should avoid overly bright or colored lighting elements in spotlights.   

 
Figure 56: Examples of compatible solar power spotlights 

6.5.5 Motion Lights 
Many buildings within the Residential Sub-District contain motion lights.  These are very 
effective outdoor lighting systems and good for preventing criminal activity.  However, they may 
only be placed on inconspicuous locations of a building.   

6.6 Fences and Walls 
Fences and walls have been traditionally used in the Residential Sub-District as landscaping 
elements and property boundary defining mechanisms since the nineteenth century.  These 
ranged from simple wood picket fences to elaborate walls constructed of concrete block molded 
to look like quarried stone.  The surviving examples of historic fences and walls are vital to the 
character of the Sub-District and should be retained and preserved.  Any removal or significant 
modification to an existing historic fence or wall will require review from the HPC and their 
issuance of a Certificate of Appropriateness.  Routine maintenance is exempt from this.   


