Sec. 8.2. Access management and connectivity.

8.2.1. Purpose. The purpose of this section is to set standards for the provision of access to development in a
manner that preserves the safety and efficiency of the transportation system. The management of access is a
means by which substantial public investment in the transportation system can be protected and the need for
remedial measures eliminated or reduced.

8.2.2. Access management.

A.  All off-street parking lots shall have access to a paved public or private street and be served by a paved
access drive.

B. Interparcel access is required between all abutting parking lots and sites based on site conditions and
as determined by the community development director to provide a cross access drive and pedestrian
access to allow circulation between sites.

1.
2.

Interparcel access is not required between non-residential uses and single-family residential uses.

This shall be accomplished by stubbing a connection to each adjacent the property line. The
property owner shall grant an access easement granting public access through the lot. This
easement shall be submitted to the community development director and recorded by the
applicant or property owner with the Clerk of the Superior Court of Walton County or the
Superior Court of Newton County.

If full access between or among lots is implemented after initial site development, any
deficiencies created to formalize the connection are permitted without need for any formal relief
through the variance process (e.g.: removing a required parking space to accommodate the
connection will render it nonconforming but is permitted to prioritize the connectivity).

Joint driveways between properties shall be established wherever feasible along a major
thoroughfare, arterial, or collector street.

C.  All developments shall have access to a public right-of-way. The number of access points shall be in
accordance with Table 8.2.2.C.

Table 8.2.2.C. Minimum Number of Access Points

Type of Development Minimum Number of
Access Points
Residential, 30 or fewer units* 1
Residential, 31—150 units 2
Residential, 151—300 units 3
Residential over 300 units 4
Nonresidential, 50,000 sf or less gross 1
floor area
Nonresidential, 50,001-200,000 sf gross 2
floor area
Nonresidential, 200,001 sf or more gross 2 or more, as determined by the
floor area community development
director
*Residential, up to 80 units can be allowed if the exceptions of Section 120-3-3-
.04(e)(7) of the Rules and Regulations of the Georgia State Fire Marshall’s Office.
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The separation of access points on a thoroughfare, arterial, or collector street shall be determined by
the speed limit of the road with the following minimum spacing requirements in accordance with Table
8.2.2.D.

1. The distance between access points shall be measured from the centerline of the proposed
driveway or street to the centerline of the nearest existing adjacent driveway or street.

2. Driveway spacing at intersections and corners shall provide adequate sight distance, response
time, and permit adequate queuing space.

3. No driveway, except driveways providing residential access, shall be allowed within 100 feet of
the centerline of an intersecting thoroughfare or arterial or collector street.

4, No nonresidential access except right in/right out channelized access shall be allowed within 100
feet of the centerline of any other thoroughfare or arterial.

5.  The requirements of this section are not intended to eliminate all access to a parcel of land that
was legally subdivided prior to the enactment of this section.

Table 8.2.2.D. Driveway Separation

Posted Speed Limit of Road Minimum Driveway Spacing
Less than 35 mph 125 feet
36 to 45 mph 245 feet
Greater than 45 mph 440 feet

All street design and other development activities, including landscaping, shall be arranged on site so
as to provide safe and convenient access for emergency vehicles.

Along thoroughfares, arterials, or collector streets, a deceleration lane, a turn lane, larger or reduced
turning radius, traffic islands or other devices or designs, including traffic calming devices and designs,
may be required to avoid specific traffic hazards which would otherwise be created by the proposed
driveway location. The community development director may require the submission of a traffic
analysis based on the scale and scope of the project to determine required improvements.

Deceleration lanes are required for access to residential uses containing 20 or more units that provide
less sight distance (in feet) than ten times the posted speed limit (in miles per hour) in accordance with

Table 8.2.2.G.

1.  The minimum deceleration lengths shall be as specified below. The community development
director may vary length requirements based upon a consideration of available sight distances
and other contextual features as determined by an engineering study to verify traffic safety.

2. Deceleration lanes located within 75 feet of an intersection radius may be extended to the

intersection.

Table 8.2.2.G. Deceleration Lanes

Operating Speed Deceleration Lane Dimensions
Subdivision streets Not required

35 mph 150'+50' taper

40 mph 150'+50' taper

45 mph 150'+50' taper

55 mph 200'+150' taper
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